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APPOINTMENTS BY FR GENERAL
Fr Thomas Lawler new Provincial of the Wisconsin 
Province (USA) 

Fr Miguel de Oliveira Martins Filho new Provincial of 
North-East Brazil 

Fr Alberto C. Luna Pastore new Provincial of 
Paraguay

APPOINTMENTS BY FR PROVINCIAL 

Fr Raphael Thottan 	 Director, IRC, Pariyaram

Fr Toby Kozhuppakalam 	 Youth Ministry, AICUF 
Centre, Trivandrum (ad tempus)

FR VARGHESE MALPAN 

At the request of Fr Mark Lewis, the Moderator 
of Jesuits in Africa, the teaching assignment of  
Fr Varghese Malpan in Hekima College, Nairobi is 
extended for a period of two more years. 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME
JANUARY 2011
02-05	 Visitation – Eachome & Pachilakad
02	 Jesuit Family Gathering, Eachome
07	 Formation Commission meet, Kalady
08	 Jesuit Heritage Seminar – Lumen, Kochi
15-16	 Faith Sharing (1938-1958 Batches),  

Christ Hall
18-20	 Visitation, St Joseph’s, Kozhikode
23	 Consult, Christ Hall

FEBRUARY  2011
06-07	 Visitation, Edathua
11-18	 Pune & Nashik

BR THOMAS THAYIL (16.12.1930–31.12. 2010)

Br Thomas Thayil expired at 10.00 p.m. on 
31.12.2010 in Christ Hall, Calicut. The funeral took 
place at 3.30 p.m. on the New Year Day in Christ 
Hall cemetery. Fr Provincial officiated at the funeral 
service. The obituary will appear in the next issue 
of Tidings.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Hearty Congratulations to Sch. Sajit Olickal and 
Sch. Rajesh Punchathalackal. Sajit won the First 
Prize and Rajesh won the Third Prize in the Short 
Story Competition conducted by Jivan. Their stories 
will be appearing in the ensuing issues of Jivan. 
May your tribe increase! 

FINAL VOWS 
Fr Sabu Malayil will pronounce Final Vows at 11.30 
a.m. on Saturday, 22 January 2011 in Christ Hall, 
Calicut. Jesuits are cordially invited and please do 
not forget to inform the Minister, Christ Hall of your 
participation in the function. 

FORTHCOMING PROGRAMMES 
Jesuit Heritage Seminar: The Jesuit Heritage 
Seminar organized in connection with the Province 



Kerala Tidings	 2	 January 2011

Golden Jubilee will take place on 8 January in 
Lumen-Jyothis, Kochi. Invitation is sent to all. Kindly 
encourage as many to participate in the Seminar. 

Faith Sharing in Batches: To deepen our sense 
of belonging to the Society and our Jesuit fraternity 
during this Jubilee Year, the Province is organizing 
Faith Sharing sessions in different batches. The 
batches according to the date of entrance in the 
Society are displayed on your Community notice 
board. Kindly note that Christ Hall, Calicut will 
be the venue for all the sharing sessions. Those 
of ours residing outside the Province are not 
expected to participate in the sharing. The 
Coordinator of your batch will give you an orientation 
to the programme when you come together.  The 
schedule of the sharing is given below.  

Faith Sharing Batches
Venue: Christ Hall, Calicut

Batches Dates Coordinators

1938 to 1958 15-16 
Jan.2011 eve. 
to eve.

Joe Thayil

1959 to 1968 06-07 March 
2011 noon to 
noon

Ephrem Thomas

1969 to 1978 06-07 March 
2011 noon to 
noon

Jose Jacob

1979 to 1988 12-13 March 
2011 eve. to 
eve

Sony 
Thazhathel

1989 to 1993 26-27 April 
2011 eve. to 
eve

Jose 
Pulinthanath

1994 to 1998 26-27 April 
2011 eve. to 
eve

Gracious 
Stephen

1999 to 2008 26-27 April 2011 
eve. to eve

Prince 
Panachithara

CHANGE OF EMAIL ID 
Fr Syriac Panjikaran: panjikaransyriac@gmail.com

Fr P.T. Augustine: augustinsjpt@gmail.com 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Kindly note the change in the postal address of  
Fr T.V. John. St Alphonsa Church, C/o Catholic 
Church, Dutch Road, Nanpura, Surat-395 001

LEFT THE SOCIETY
Novice Jerry Joe Vazhayil left the Novitiate at 
Ananda Jyoti, Guntur on 26 December 2010. 

HEARTY WELCOME
Hearty welcome to Fr Ignatius Puthiedom of Madurai 
Province! He has applied to Kerala Province and 
he will be a member of the Jesuit Community of  
St Xavier’s, Trivandrum.

HISTORIA DOMUS-2010
All the Superiors are requested to submit to the 
Socius the historia domus-2010 by the end of 
January 2011. 

VOCATION PROMOTION
The second Zonal Seminar for vocation promotion 
“Darsan 2010” was held at St Joseph’s, Calicut 
on 11 December. Twelve students turned up 
for the seminar. In spite of their hectic schedule  
Fr Thadeyoos and Sch Augustine spent a good 
deal of their time for the smooth conduct of the 
programme. Frs Joe Mathew and Binoy were 
the other resource persons. The team conducted 
sessions in view of enabling the participants to 
discern and choose appropriate state of life. The 
committee for vocation promotion expresses its 
sincere gratitude to every member of St Joseph’s 
Community for their whole-hearted support and 
warm hospitality. The next seminar is scheduled to 
be held at Sarvodaya HSS, Wayanad in January 
2011.

Binoy

NEWS FROM ROME
New Province Decreed:  On 26 November 2010 
on the Feast of St. John Berchmans, Father 
General approved the Decree to officially unite the 
Chicago Province and the Detroit Province into a 
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single apostolic entity, now known as the Chicago-
Detroit Province (CDT).  The new Chicago-Detroit 
Province officially took effect on 1 January 2011.  
Father Timothy P. Kesicki is Provincial of the new 
Province.

HEALTH BULLETIN
Fr Jose Pulinthanath was admitted in Cosmopolitan 
Hospital, Trivandrum on 17 December as he 
suffered severe back ache. He will be discharged 
one of these days and is advised good rest and 
medication for some time. Meanwhile Br Michael too 
experienced severe back pain and he was admitted 
in Nirmala Hospital, Calicut on 23 December.  
He was discharged on 1 January and is advised 
rest. Fr Joseph Inchackal underwent surgery 
for the repair of hernia on 31 December and he 
is recovering very well. Fr P.T. Augustine had a 
miraculous escape from serious injuries as his 
bike skidded and he fell on 1 January. Augustine 
was returning after a Mass in Pattuvam. He was 
admitted in the intensive care unit of Pariyaram 
Medical College for two days. He suffered minor 
bruises. He will be discharged in a day or two and 
will take rest in IRC, Pariyaram. Kindly pray for the 
speedy recovery of our brethren. 

SEMINAR ON FR SEBASTIAN KAPPEN
A one day national seminar on Fr Kappen’s 
contributions was organized by the Chair of 
Christianity, Mangalore University in association 
with the Social Justice Forum and CPCI India at 
Mangalore on 23rd November. A large gathering of 
priests, lay people, nuns, seminarians and others 
attended. It was a very enlightening and enthusing 
event. Two Jesuits presented papers along 
with other priests. I was the only Kerala Jesuit 
present. However, Fr Sebastian Painadath was 
acknowledged greatly for his contribution to the 
organization of the Seminar. I presented a paper on 
Kappen’s reflections on Spirituality: ‘Spirituality in 
the New Age of Colonization–A Critical Response 
to Fr Kappen’s Thoughts.’

Fr Sebastian Kappen, of the Kerala Jesuit Province, 
a well-known theologian, was a pioneer thinker 
and a social activist who combined the spirituality 

of Jesus with Marxian thought. He paved the way 
for the dialogue between the Christian world and 
secular ideologies. He lived, reflected and struggled 
in his mission with youth, both in University and 
among common people and intellectuals and 
professionals. Reminiscing his association with 
Fr Kappen from childhood, Dr Michael Tharakan, 
Vice-Chancellor, Kannur University, enthralled the 
audience. All the presentations maintained a high 
quality of theological depth and activist orientation. 
Dr John Fernandez, Head, Chair of Christianity, 
Shanti Kiran, Mangalore was the main organizer of 
the Seminar.   

M.K. George

BEHOLD YOU ARE PRIESTS FOR EVER!
Christmas season 2010 brought abundant grace 
and joy to Kerala Province in the form of four 
new priests and 3 new deacons. A wonderful 
Jubilee gift indeed! The first among the quartet to 
be ordained was Deacon Ranjit George. He was 
ordained by Mar Remigiose Inchananiyil, Bishop of 
Thamarassery, on Sunday 26 December at St John 
the Baptist Church, Manjuvayal.  Deacons Dolichan 
and Shibu received the Sacred Orders at the hands 
of the same Prelate, Mar Remigiose Inchananiyil on  
28 December at Christ the King Parish, 
Malaparamba. And Deacon Antu was anointed 
to minister the Lord’s flock by Mar Sebastian 
Adayanthrath, Auxiliary Bishop of Ernakulam-
Ankamaly on Thursday 30 December at St Joseph’s 
Church, Mambra, Karukutty. Fr Provincial served 
as Archdeacon in all these sacred functions. While 
Ranjit, Shibu and Antu offered their First Masses 
immediately after their ordinations, Dolichan offered 
his First Mass on Wednesday 29 December in his 
home parish at Perumpunna, Peravoor. 

All these events were well-arranged, blending 
beautifully the spiritual and the temporal aspects. 
Besides the jubilant family members of the 
Ordinandi, many others too—friends, relations, 
neighbours, well-wishers, sisters and priests – 
actively took part in all these functions. Several of 
ours, too, took the pleasant trouble of witnessing to 
these grace-filled moments.

As Christ the King Church, Malaparamba was the 
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venue of the ordination of Dolichan and Shibu, 
Christ Hall, naturally, took the responsibility of 
organizing the function. And the entire Community 
accepted it as a labour of love. Thanks to the 
untiring efforts of Frs V.T. Jose and Wilson Mulackal 
and the active support of the Curia team, Christ 
Hall did an excellent job in organizing such an 
event. The liturgy in Syro Malabar Rite was just 
magnificent. Fr Salvin did a great job as the M.C. 
and meticulously arranged everything needed and 
the whole ordination ceremony was conducted 
without any hitch whatsoever. Other aspects like 
accommodation, meals and refreshments too were 
attended with meticulous care. Our new Deacons, 
the sisters of the neighbouring convents and a 
host of generous souls were as usual behind the 
scene. 

Though less important and hence less colourful, 
there was another function of conferring 
the Diaconate. Schs Aneesh, Biju George, 
and Ramlat were ordained Deacons by  
Mar Remigiose Inchananiyil on 22 December at 
Sanathana MCBS Major Seminary, Thamarassery.  
Frs E.P. Mathew and Henry Pattarumadathil 
represented the Province at this function. The 
Province offers hearty congratulations and warm 
wishes to the new priests and deacons.   

Jose Jacob

FROM OUR INSTITUTIONS
ST JOSEPH’S, CALICUT

Christmas was celebrated in its full spirit in both 
the Junior and Senior Schools. Sr Jovita, AC, the 
Principal of St Joseph’s Anglo-Indian Girls’ Hr. Sec. 
School, was the Guest of Honor of the day. The day 
long celebration in the senior School witnessed a 
colourful Christmas celebration with various cultural 
programmes, Carol singing by both staff and 
students, competitions like star and greeting card 
making. The KCSL and AICUF units of our School 
collected money and donated to the institutions run 
by Sisters of Charity. Fr Anto gave the Christmas 
message in the Junior School. The Junior School 
hosted a lunch to the inmates of St Vincent’s Home 
as part of their Christmas celebration. St Joseph’s 

scored 92 points in the popular education reality 
show named Harithavidyalayam. It will be telecast 
by Doordarshan on every week day at 8.30 p.m. 
towards the end of January.  As part of the show 
the camera crew visited our School and shot the 
various activities. The football team of the school 
won the State Championship in the Mahindra Youth 
Football Match. They were selected and qualified 
to play at the National level football in the month 
of April. Frs. Anto and Thadeyoos conducted a two 
day workshop to the students of Govt. Ganapath 
Boys’ Higher Secondary School, Calicut.  

Sooraj

SARVODAYA, EACHOME

Sarvodaya Higher Secondary School hit the 
headline once again with its wonderful performance 
in the sub-District and District level Science, IT, and 
the Work experience Mela. We won overall points 
for work experience in the UP and LP sections 
and were runners up in the Samskritolsavam. The 
Management and PTA felicitated the winners in a 
fitting manner with a colorful public meeting and a 
procession.

Another historic event in the school was its 
introduction of Khadi uniform for all the students 
on Wednesdays. This was officially inaugurated by  
Mr K.C. Kunhiraman, M.L.A in which Mr T. Mohanan, 
the Ward member presided. Both of them were 
highly appreciative of the new initiatives we have 
introduced in the School. Thy congratulated us 
for starting a boarding house for the Paniya Tribal 
students.

We had a meaningful Christmas celebration in 
the School with carol singing by the students and 
teachers and presentation of skits. Christmas Papa 
was the main attraction to the students. Another 
memorable event of the month was the ‘home 
coming’ get together of the former students. We 
arranged two such get-togethers in which our old 
students responded positively and participated in 
large numbers. 

Sarvodaya Jesuit community was privileged to host   
the Wayanad Jesuits’ family gathering on 2 January. 
There are 17 families in Wayanad including our 
5 Novices and a Pre-Novice. In all 80 members 
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attended the function and the participants were 
highly appreciative of such gatherings.  After a short 
prayer service and the warm words of welcome by 
Fr Sony, the Superior, the senior most among them 
and the junior most lighted the lamp. Then all the 
families introduced themselves to the gathering.  
Fr Babu Paul was the main celebrant of the Mass 
and Fr Baby Chalil preached the homily.  After lunch 
Fr Provincial shared very briefly the activities of the 
Province and thanked the families for giving their 
dear ones to the Society. Some of our participants 
performed a few cultural items. It added colour 
to the entire progamme. As the local organizer  
Fr Sony commendably executed the entire function. 
We highly appreciate the presence of Fr Jose 
Jacob with us on that day who knows most of the 
families very well. The entire programme got over 
by 3.30pm. We are grateful to all the Jesuits from 
Wayanad for making a great effort to bring their 
family members to the programme though not all 
could attend the programme.                        

Salvin

SAMEEKSHA/RTC, KALADY
After a long break for retreats, ordinations, 
meetings and ministries the RTC got back in full 
swing with regular programs in early January.  
Our new Priests prepared themselves for ordination 
by a retreat in St Xavier’s, Trivandrum directed by  
Fr E.J. Thomas. Meanwhile, the Deacons Aneesh, 
Biju George and Ramlat had their Diaconate retreat 
at IRC, Pariyaram guided by Fr Thomas Anthraper. 
Congratulations to Biju George who worked day 
and night to bring to light the special issue of ‘Kerala 
Jesuit’ in time. The RTC Staff was away in Pune for 
the meeting of the Faculties of Common Houses 
and related institutions convened by the POSA.  
Fr Shibu Joseph, during his diaconate ministry, 
found time to train a group of High School girls from 
St Joseph’s School, Kalady, and presented thought 
provoking street plays on environmental issues. He 
will continue to be involved in a series of awareness 
programs in and around Aluva till 15 January. Jevan 
TV is covering the campaign.
Sameeksha hosted three dialogue programmes 
in the month of December which brought together 

many Hindus, Muslims and Christians on a common 
platform. On 18 December the Philosophy Forum, 
a new initiative of the Research Institute, was 
inaugurated with a discussion on religious language 
and there were 25 participants. A group of 30 
migrant labourers from Orissa, Jharkhand and West 
Bengal gathered in Sameeksha on 19 December 
and reflected on their rights. An inter-religious 
sharing on value-based education took place in 
Sameeksha on 20 December with 60 participants. 
It was attended by Bishop Mar Thomas Chakiath. 
The annual Sameekha Day was celebrated on 24 
December with an inter-religious prayer. 

					     Ramlat

AKJM, KANJIRAPALLY 

AKJM bade a touching farewell to Fr Terence Lobo 
(GUJ). He instilled vigour and joy in our mission by 
his manifold activities though wrapped in simplicity. 
His 18 month long presence here was worthy of 
emulation and was a source of inspiration to all 
those who came to know him here. Before we 
closed for the Christmas holidays, the Staff and 
Students shared the joy of Christmas. The Alumni 
Day was held on 26 December.

Polson 

ASHA KIRAN, MANGALORE

The Ashakiranites had a joyous Christmas 
celebration.   The Carol singing in neighboring 
houses was the high point of our celebration. There 
was a get-together where most of the Hindus around 
Asha Kiran shared our joy. A Hindu professor of  
St Aloysius College was invited to be the Chief Guest 
of the programme. The Christmas celebration in 
the College which included inter-religious prayers 
and Carol singing was organized by the scholastics 
and was well appreciated. We shared the joy of 
Christmas with the people of old age home and other 
ministry places. After the Christmas we attended the 
ordinations of the Deacons of Karnataka Province. 
The Asha Kiran Community is all set to welcome 
the new superior, Fr Melwin D’cunha as we bid 
farewell to Fr Stany who has been the superior of 
Asha Kiran for the last 6 years.

Adhul
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SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI

We had our annual day celebrations in the beginning 
of December with an entertaining drama well staged 
and presented. The local newspaper covered the 
event with the title, ‘Brothers on Stage.’ The Kerala 
scholastics played major roles both on the stage 
and behind the curtain. Sr Nirmala from Andhra 
initiated us into a philosophizing session on ‘Hunger 
and Poverty’ which led to a fruitful discussion. The 
entire Community gathered together to celebrate 
Christmas in a memorable manner. We had a 
cultural tour to explore the cultural heritage of 
South India. The Scholastics who toured Kerala 
had an enjoyable time. They are grateful to the 
Jesuit communities for their warm hospitality.  
We specially thank Frs Thachil, Painadath, Wilson, 
and Gracious.

Shibin

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE

The newly built Postgraduate Block was formally 
inaugurated on the Feast of St Francis Xavier by 
His Grace Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio, the 
Papal Nuncio.  The Guest of Honour at the Inaugural 
function was Prof. Dr Cyriac Thomas, member of the 
Minority Education Commission. Rt Rev. Thomas 
Dabre, Bishop of Pune, Fr Edward Mudavassery, 
POSA & Vice Chancellor, JDV and many friends 
and well-wishes of JDV participated in the function. 
The New P.G. Block opens up opportunities for 
diversification of study programmes in theology, 
philosophy, pastoral management and spirituality.  
Fr Stephen Chundanthadathil is taking lead to start 
an M.A. programme in Spirituality. 

The Community celebrated Christmas with cultural 
programmes and exchange of gifts. It was a joyous 
occasion to be part of a large Community. We warmly 
welcomed Frs P.T. Mathew, Henry and Binoy who 
came to attend the Assistancy meet of the Faculty 
members of Common works. Congratulations to 
School Rajesh for having successfully completed 
6 months of living in slums. Sch. Saji went for an 
exposure to MPSM, the oldest mission stations of 
Bombay Province in Nashik and Anna Hazare’s 
Ideal villages in Ahmed Nagar.

Saji

VIDYA JYOTI, DELHI 

The much awaited Community Day celebrations on 
4 December was a mega event in VJ. Everyone, 
both staff and students, joined together to make this 
a gala time.  Fr George Keeran’s dance on that day 
continued to be the talk of the house. Dominic was in 
the core committee which organized the event. The 
month also witnessed the birthdays of many of ours 
here. Mr Anto, father of Linto, traveled all the way 
from Irinjalakuda to be with his son on his birthday! 
At the academic front, we finished our Second Term 
and enjoyed the Christmas break. The Kerala group 
presented a Malayalam carol with visual effects at 
the Christmas function in the College and it was 
aesthetically enthralling and won the applause of 
all. In an active and meaningful way we all involved 
ourselves in the Christmas celebrations at the 
different parishes and helped in organizing liturgy, 
preached sermons, sang Christmas carols and 
distributed food and warm clothes to the destitute. 
The winter is slowly shedding its pleasant manners 
and the days are becoming foggy, rainy and very 
cold. We are fighting it with our warm clothes. The 
cold and misty weather is conducive for quietness 
and reflection and the third years are making the 
best use of it in their Diaconate retreat. The others 
began the Triduum in the evening of 1 January. 

Dominic
FROM LONDON
Amidst huge snow and icy conditions, the Londoners 
had a freezing ‘white’ Christmas. The Community 
was away in Douai Abbey, the seventeen century 
English Benedictine Monastery, for pre-Christmas 
Triduum. The typical English Christmas dinner 
was prepared by Fr. Damian and sch. Samuel.  
Fr Michael F Czerny SJ, a Canadian Jesuit working 
at the Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace 
in Vatican, was our Chief Guest on the Christmas 
day celebrations.  Heythrop Christmas carnival was 
on 15 December with the traditional mince pies and 
mulled wine. The second year theologians organized 
a get-together with the theologians of Westminster 
Archdioceses at the Clapham community.  I was 
invited to give the Christmas message in Hounslow 
and Coventry by the Kerala Association for the 
UK. I visited Fr Dominic Madathaniyil in Preston.  
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The Novitiate community in Birmingham extended 
to me an affectionate welcome. 

Xavier

FROM TAIWAN 

At the midnight hour, 2011 was ushered in with 
special displays of fireworks, as well as special 
entertainment programmes, before large open-air 
audiences in Taipei and the other cities–all faithfully 
broadcast on TV.  The celebrations marked the 
beginning of the Centenary of the Republic of 
China (R.O.C.), declared and founded in Nanjing 
on 1 January 1912, by Dr Sun Yat-sen.  When 
the Communists, led by Chairman Mao Ze Dong, 
declared and founded the People’s Republic of 
China (P.R.C.) on 1 October 1949, President 
Chiang Kai-shek of the KuoMingTang (KMT) and 
his followers crossed over to Taiwan.  At present, 
public opinion regarding the future of the R. O. C. is 
divided between Reunification with the Motherland 
like Hong Kong and Macau (One Country, Two 
Systems) and the continued mysterious Separate 
Existence with very limited recognition, and that too 
by a few small countries, in the face of the U.N’s 
One-China Policy.

John Manipadam

TIEN EDUCATIONAL CENTER, TAIPEI

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are periods 
of waiting with expectation and receiving gifts 
with gratitude. My travel to Hong Kong to apply 
for a Chinese Visa was looked upon with great 
expectations, as it could affect the future of the 
International regents in Taiwan. The Missionary 
Visa to Taiwan made it impossible for us to hide 
the fact that we are missionaries in Taiwan. The 
Chinese authorities for the second time rejected 
the application clearly stating that I am a missionary 
in Taiwan. Now the Chinese Government knows 
everything about me. In a way it gives me lot of 
freedom as I do not have to “play hide and seek” 
with them any longer. Even though I could not go 
to Communist China, I had the rare opportunity 
to interact with Chinese priests and religious who 
came to attend the Ignatian Symposium. It was an 
unexpected Christmas gift to me. They were very 
happy to meet an Indian who can speak and write 

in Chinese. The Symposium (The Ricci Legacy: 
Finding God in Cultures) explored inculturation of 
various facets of Ignatian spirituality in different 
environments, including India, with a special 
emphasis on personal experience. 

Back in Taiwan, I am involved with a youth group 
while continuing my studies in Chinese language. 
Just before going to Hong Kong, I had the opportunity 
to be part of a 3-day youth activity, the participants 
being non-Christian students from a Jesuit 
institution. I was responsible for the initial sessions 
which included teaching non-Christians “how to 
pray” in Chinese. I used the Yoga exercises, which 
I learned in my Novitiate to prepare them for prayer. 
This was appreciated by many. The whole process 
of attempting to go to China reminds us that we 
experience powerlessness in frontier ministry. The 
experience of powerlessness helps us to trust in 
God more deeply than ever before. As we hopefully 
wait for a better future, let us pray for each other!  
I remember you all in this New Year!

Rubil 

FROM SPAIN

The Provincial of Spain invited all the Jesuit 
students doing studies in the city of Madrid for a 
Eucharistic celebration and agape. There were 
around 55 Jesuits from different parts of the world. 
It was a golden opportunity for us to come to know 
each other and to experience the universality of 
the Society of Jesus.  21 Indian Jesuit students in 
Madrid gathered together to celebrate Christmas. 
Singing of carols in our mother tongue aroused 
nostalgic feelings. The Department of Spirituality 
organized Christmas celebration with a Eucharist 
and agape.  It was a wonderful experience for me 
to be in this surrounding and join students from 
other nations to celebrate the joy of Christmas.  
A few days before Christmas we decorated our 
house and prepared a crib. On the eve of Christmas 
a special prayer was said before supper. After Dinner 
the entire community gathered together for a game 
called bingo with lots of typical snacks of Spain. 
Then the Community gathered in the Chapel for 
the Eucharist followed by Carol singing in Spanish, 
Portuguese, French, and English languages. The 
India Cultural Association of Valladolid invited me 
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to offer Mass in Malayalam. Valladolid was the 
former capital of Spain which is 200 kms away from 
Madrid. Around 40 people were present for the 
Eucharistic celebration. They prepared a ‘nadan’ 
Kerala meal for all the participants. I am told 
that there are around 70 Keralites working there.  
It was a welcome change for me and I enjoyed  
it thoroughly. All the students in our Community set 
apart a day for sharing on the theme ‘my spirituality 
in daily life.’ It was a grace-filled occasion to be part 
of such a sharing!  I visited Alcala on 29 December 
and saw some important places connected with St 
Ignatius. I prayed for our Province and particularly 
for the sick and old members of our Province in 
that hallowed place. May the New Year 2011 be 
grace-filled for one and all!

Rachans

GONE FOR THEIR REWARD 
Fr Joe Braganza (GUJ 91/72) on 11 December in 
Vadodara
Fr Susai Pitchai (MDU 54/ 33) on 19 December in 
Tiruchirapalli 
Fr Ruy Joseph Cordeiro (CCU 92/74) on 19 
December in Kolkata 
Fr Chandy Moolayil (PAT 73/53) on 23 December 
in Patna
Fr Mendonca Francis (GUJ 79/59) on 28 December 
in Vadodara
Fr Suresh Shelke (PUN 37/16) on 29 December 
in Coonoor. He died of cardiac arrest as he came 
to participate in the ordination of his Province 
companion. 
Br Thomas Thayil (KER 80/56) on 31 December 
in Calicut
Mr Lalu Valiamattam (48), nephew of  
Br Sebastian Valiamattam and the cousin of Fr Toby 
Kozhuppakalam on 31 December in Nilambur

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JANUARY
11	 Thomas Erinjery
	 Varkey Chalissary
12	 Varkey Mampilly
13	 Rabin C
18	 Joseph Edassery
20	 Jacob Kumminiyil
	 Jijimon Puthuveettilkalam
21	 Thomas Mulanjanani 
22	 Augustine Kallunkal
25	 Antu Xavier Kalamparambil
26	 James Pullokaran 
	 Thomas Panikulam 

FEBRUARY
01	 Anil Kochumethikalam
04	 George Varangalakudy 
	 Salvin Augustine Puthussery
05	 George Vattukulam
	 Joseph Thekkekara 
08	 Chandy Kumblankal
	 Linus Zucol
09	 Dasappan Vattathil

IN CHRIST WITH GLORY
JANUARY
06	 (2007) Cecil Veliath
07	 (2006) Kurian Padapurackal 
15	 (2007) Antony Manipadam
18	 (1967) Thomas Kalam
19	 (1977) Joseph Koilparambil
21	 (2003) Chandy Varickamakal
23	 (2007) Dominic Gomez 
26	 (1963) Fortunatus Cutinho
31	 (1986) Cherian Karippaparambil


